
895

HEALTH OF THE GERMAN EMPEROR.

A TELEGRAM received on Thursday evening at our office
states that the Emperor is gradually gaining strength; the
discbarge from the abscess is still abundant; the laryngeal
disease, however, remains quiescent. There has been no

material change in the state of the German Emperor during
the past week. There have been slight daily variations,
but no decided improvement. There is still a tendency to
fever every night, and the inflammation around the trachea
has not wholly subsided. -

POSITION OF THE FOURCHETTE IN COLOURED
WOMEN.

DR. RAFAEL WEiss, writing in the Revista de Ciencias
Medicas of Havana on the different position occupied by
the vulva in white and coloured women, states that, accord-
ing to his measurements, made on coloured multiparae, the
average distance from the coccyx to the fourchette is
56 centim., and that between the fourchette and the

symphysis 6’8 centim., the anus and fourchette being !,
1’8 centim. apart. Comparing these with the measurements
given by Foster for European multiparea-viz., 7’2, 4’7, and
2 centim.,&mdash;it is evident that the vulva occupies a dis-
tinctly lower position amongst negresses than it does

amongst Europeans. Dr. Weiss’s own measurements of

Europeans do not differ very widely from Foster’s. A

very low position he found quite exceptional amongst
white women, while a very high one was not uncommon,
the coxi-vulvar distance being in some cases as much as
86 centim. With women of unmixed negro blood, on the
other hand, he never saw a case where the position was high,
though it was sometimes so low that the fourchette occu-
pied the position usually held by the anus in white subjects.
The consequence of these differences is that in coloured
women the period of perineal distention in parturition is
much shorter and easier than amongst white women.

THE DONDERS MEMORIAL FUND.

THE subscription list from this country must, we are in-
formed, be closed on Monday, May 14th, so it is necessary that
intending subscribers should speedily send in their dona-
tions to the hon. sees., Messrs. Gerald Yeo and Brailey. Some
J350 have already been subscribed here, while the total
,amount of the fund is estimated to exceed .62000. Donders’
seventieth birthday is on Sunday, May 27th, but the cele-
bration of it and the presentation to him of the fund is
deferred to the following day. We hope shortly to

announce the full programme of the day for the informa-
tion of those of our countrymen who may be able to attend.
It is certain that their presence in Utrecht would be much

appreciated. -

TOBACCO VERTIGO.

HAYING investigated sixty-three cases of excessive use of
tobacco, Decaisne finds forty-nine to be over fifty years of
age. More than half the cases presented, besides digestive
derangements, alternating constipation and diarrhoea, an
exaggeration of the urinary secretion and more or less
abundant sweats, insomnia, and palpitation. In thirty-
seven cases the smokers pursued the habit fasting, and in
these vertigo was present especially in the morning. The
appearance of the vertigo coincides in one-third of the I
cases with the suppression of the profuse sweats and I
marked diminution of the urinary secretion. Sometimes
the vertiginous symptoms have been confounded with those
due to cerebral congestion, and even to heart disease.
Besides the absolute suppression of the use of tobacco, 1
laxatives, warm baths, magnesia, and bitters are prescribed.
Injections of ether subcutaneously also appeared to stop the i
vertigo in a few minutes. 

THE PERIODIC LAW IN CHEMISTRY.

A very able paper on this law is contributed to the
Pharmaceutical Journal, No. 930, by J. H. Worrall. The

greater the heat evolved in the formation of a compound
from its elements, the greater is the attraction between its

atoms, and therefore the higher the melting point. Periodic

properties were manifested in density, melting point,
volatility, malleability, ductility and tenacity, electro-
chemical power, oxidation, and so forth. The function
of the atomic weights of the elements nearly all appear to

vary periodically, and of the spectra of the elements it has
been stated that the properties of the elements are a function
of the wave lengths of their respective lines.

THE SIR GEORGE BURROWS MEMORIAL PORTRAIT.

WE are asked to state that the subscription list for this

portrait will be closed on May 15th. Intending contributors
are therefore requested to send their subscriptions without
delay to any member of the committee, or to the hon. treasurer,
Sir Dyce Duckworth, :M.D" 11, Grafton-street, Piccadilly, W.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

Bologna.-Dr. Pedrazzoli has been recognised as privat
docent in ophthalmology.

.Z’eM.&mdash;Dr. Ottomar Rosenbach, Chief Medical Officer
in the Allerheiligen Hospital, has been promoted to the
rank of Professor Extraordinarius.
Halle.-Dr. 0. Rissel has been recognised as privat docent

in Pharmacology.
Jena.-Dr. Engelhardt, of Halle, has been appointed

Professor Extraordinarius of Gynaecology, in place of
Professor Eiistner, who has gone to Dorpat.

oK&e.&mdash;Professor Lichtheim, of Berne, has accepted
the invitation to take the post of Director of the Medical
Clinic, in succession to Professor Naunyn, who has gone to
Berlin.
Palermo. - Professor Silvestrini, of Parma, has been

appointed Professor of Clinical Medicine.
Rome.-Dr. Gonella has been recognised as privat docent

in Gynaecology. -

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.

THE deaths of the following eminent foreign medical
men are announced:-Professor Jos. Freiherr von Loschner,
formerly of Prague, at the age of seventy-nine.-Professor
Wroblevski, of Krakau, from blood-poisoning, due to an
experiment performed in the lecture theatre.&mdash;Senor Don
Antonio Casares, Professor of Chemistry and Rector of the
University of Santiago, Spain.-Dr. Bourdel, agreg&eacute; of the
Faculty of Medicine, Montpellier.

THE Select Committee to whom the City of London Fire
Inquests Bill was referred report that they have considered
the measure, and have made amendments thereto. The Bill
is connned to the City of London, though the notices re-
quired by the Standing Orders extended to the whole m etro-
politan area. As the local government of the metropolis is
under the consideration of the House, the committee have
not deemed it expedient to ask instructions for this wider
extension of the Bill under present circumstances.

THE Queen has been pleased to direct letters patent to be
passed under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland granting the dignity of a Knight of the
said United Kingdom unto John William Tyler, Esq., M.D,,
F.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., L,M., and L.S,A. (London), 0.I.E.


